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Notes from the Pastor…  

WITNESSES TO CHRIST: PEOPLE FROM HIS PASSION 

John tells us why he wrote his Gospel: 

“Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; but these are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in His name” 

(John 20:30–31). Life! When we believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, God gives us life—

abundant life, forgiven life, and eternal 

life. John wrote for that reason, and our 

chancel window of John for that reason pictures him with a quill 

and a book. 

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened to an eagle—an image 

that suggests John soars to heights of glory and grandeur. That’s 

because the evangelist paints a stunning portrait of Jesus, who is 

the bread of life (John 6:35), the resurrection and the life (John 

11:25), and the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). Life in 

Jesus. That’s God’s gift to you! 

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we pay 

attention to and hear the witness of those in John’s Gospel who 

journeyed to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as 

Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, as well as sinners, such as Peter (who 

denied Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene (who was possessed by 
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seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus for thirty 

pieces of silver). 

Please join us for worship this Lent (beginning Ash Wednesday, 

February 22) and Easter (April 9) as we hear the witness of these 

people in John’s Gospel: 

Ash Wednesday: John the Baptist, John 1:29–34 

Midweek of Lent 1: Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha, John 

12:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 2: Malchus, John 18:1–11 

Midweek of Lent 3: Peter, John 18:12–27 

Midweek of Lent 4: Barabbas, John 18:33–40 

Midweek of Lent 5: Pontius Pilate, John 19:1–16 

Palm Sunday: The Disciples, John 12:12–19 

Maundy (Holy) Thursday: Judas Iscariot, John 13:21–30 

Good Friday: John, the Gospel Writer, John 19:25–37 

The Resurrection of Our Lord: Mary Magdalene, John 20:1–18 

 

In Christ our Lord, 

 

Pastor Franck 

 

 
 

The next Board of Elders meeting 
 will be February 20th at 5:30 pm. 
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From the Church Office...  

 

Happy February everyone! 

I was enjoying the slightly warmer 
temps and I am now freezing!    I 
hope everyone is staying healthy 
and strong in their faith.   

Three dear members have gone on 
to be our Lord; Bunny, Eileen, and 
Delila. Their presence will be 
forever missed in our lives.  Our 
lives keep marching on and the 
highs and lows in it keep us very close to Jesus.  

Praise The Lord!  It can’t be said enough.   

“My Savior Lives Northland” is going strong; the Woman’s 
Bible Study has resumed; the LWML is still collecting for the 
Eyeglass Collection and doing other projects; the Priscilla 
Circle has worked tirelessly to make sure the Library is 
interesting and expansive.  We have an active presence with 
our Cub Scout group; they are hosting our Coffees once a 
month.  Thank You!!  There are other activities going on in 
the church if you would like to join in! 

Lent is beginning with Ash Wednesday, 2/22; take a look at 
the Soup/Supper signup sheet and see if you might like to 
volunteer for one.  You’ll feel good!! 

*Don’t forget to check your mailboxes at the church.  Pick up 

your 2023 offering envelopes.    And don’t forget – those annual 

reports need to be turned into the office. Thank you in advance! 

Happy Valentine’s Day everyone! 

Your servant in Christ, 

Julie 
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Circle News: 
The schedule is as follows: 

• The Woman’s Bible Study meets for a 

Bible Study, Thursday’s at 10:00am at 

church.   

  This is open to all woman of the church.   
  

 

The next MITES offering will be February 5th.  Thank 
you so much for your generous support! 

The mites collected on January 1st by the LWML 
totaled $104.28. The mites that are collected fund 

mission grants voted on by the district and national 
LWML. The LWML thanks you! 

THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first Sunday of 

the month at the end of the service. The collection box will be next to the 

exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly inserts regarding the 

distribution of the monies collected. 

 
Thrivent Members are reminded to designate 

your Thrivent Choice dollars as soon as 

possible! 

 

In thanksgiving for 80 years of the LWML, the 
Mt. Olive LWML has met and exceeded its goal 
of collecting 80 hats, mittens and scarves for 
Duluth school children in need. These items 
were donated to Kids Closet of Duluth, and when 
they were dropped off, they indicated it was an 

answer to prayer since they were running low on these items. 
Thank you members of Mt. Olive for helping the LWML care for 
our neighbors in need! 
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LENT SUPPERS  

It’s not too soon to begin thinking about the 

Wednesday Evening LENT worship services. 

Prior to the worship service various groups or 

individuals have volunteered to host a soup supper 

beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Plan your evening to 

begin with a delicious soup supper and fellowship 

with members of Mt. Olive before attending the 

worship service at 6:30 p.m.   

Sign up today on the sheet next to  

Coffee Fellowship 

 

February 22nd – (Ash Wednesday)  LWML 

March 1st – 

March 8th – Denzil Packard 

March 15th – Kaye and Jake Tanttari 

March 22nd –  

March 28th –  

April 6th – (Maundy Thursday) 
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LHM float wins award at Rose Parade 
For 72 years, Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) has entered a float in the 

annual Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, Calif. This year, the 

LHM float — titled “A New Day with Jesus” — was awarded the 

Tournament of Roses Director Award. 

The parade, usually held on Jan. 1, was moved to Jan. 2 this year in 

keeping with the tradition of not holding it on a Sunday so as not to 

interfere with worship services. It was only the twentieth time in the 

parade’s 134-year history that the date has been moved. 

The centerpiece of LHM’s 2023 float was a church with the sun rising 

behind it. Jesus stands at the doors of the church, inviting all who pass by 

to enter. Stained glass windows on the exterior of the church tell the 

story of God’s love. 

Jonathan Schultz, president and CEO of Concordia Publishing House, 

was invited to ride in this year’s parade. 

“My entire life I’ve watched the Rose Parade with my family, hoping to 

catch a glimpse of the Lutheran Hour Ministries float,” Shultz said. “At 

Concordia Publishing House, we strive daily to share the bright light of 

the Gospel. It was a privilege to join with LHM for the Rose Parade as 

they shared the hope we have in Jesus with millions of viewers.” 

The LHM float is a self-funded project of the Lutheran Hour Ministries 

Float Committee (LHMFC) and the Southern California District of the 

International Lutheran Laymen’s League. The committee’s ongoing 

work is funded by donations and multiple fundraising activities and is 

not included in the operating budget of LHM. 

The LHM float — the only Christian-themed float in the parade — was 

decorated by the LHMFC Petal Pushers, an organization of 

approximately 5,000 volunteers from across the United States and 

Canada who come together each year to help build floats. Learn more 

at petalpushers.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://petalpushers.org/
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles) 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 
2019 total served = 319 (7 Bibles) 
2020 total served = 133 (1Bible) 
2021 total served = 78 (3 Bibles) 
2022 total served = 46 (1 Bible) 
 
Total served thru January = 5 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet 

door in the Upper Room. 
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 
 

Greetings from Lutheran Island! 
 

1. Summer camp registration is LIVE as of January 2nd! The 
link to registration and program descriptions is 
www.islandcamp.org/summer-programs. Our summer 
brochure has been sent out.  

2. We are in the throes of recruiting for summer staff! Our 
staffing needs as of today are: 4 female counselors, 4 male 
counselors, 4 wranglers, 3 kitchen assistants, and 2 
maintenance assistants. All positions pay $300/week 
including lodging and meals over 10 weeks of camp. For job 
descriptions direct to www.islandcamp.org/summer-
employment. Please spread the word to anyone you know who 
has college aged kids, or to any college aged kids that you 
know! 

3.We are also in need of Junior Counselors. Spread the word! 
Junior counselors are high school volunteers. All Junior 
Counselor info is on our website at 
www.islandcamp.org/summer-employment. 

4.Spring retreats: Registration for our Women's and Men's 
Retreats are up on the website. The Women's Retreat is 
March 17-19 and the Men's Retreat is May 19-21. More details 
are on our website at 
www.islandcamp.org/offseasonprograms. 

I would strongly urge everyone to follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram. I post regularly on the LIC Facebook and Instagram 
account. 

 

Julia Johnson 
Program Director 
licprogram@islandcamp.org 
218-583-2905 
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Calendar 
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Calendar 
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Mission Sunday is February 19th 

Mount Olive Scholarship Fund 

The February mission project for the 

third Sunday in February will be Mount 

Olive's Scholarship Fund. This fund has 

lain dormant for many years, but was 

recently revived, both in expenditures 

and donations. Recent recipients include Josef Muench 

and Jacob Franck. 

The fund is for Mount Olive members who are intending 

to go into church work, and is applied for through the 

Board of Elders. If you want to donate to this fund, you 

can bring it to the service on February 20th during the 

freewill offering, or make an offering at any time and 

indicate that it is for the Scholarship Fund. 
 

There will be a free will offering after the service.   

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 

 

Dear Mt. Olive, 

Thank you for helping to make my 

 Eagle Scout Ceremony memorable.  

 It was an honor to hold it here. 

Sincerely,  

Ari Fischer 
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LCMS Service of Worship – Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR 

Channel 6, Duluth.  MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND LCMS 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP for the Duluth region televised by KBJR 

Channel 6. "MY SAVIOR LIVES NORTHLAND" is a locally produced, 

regionally recognized TV program with a message for the world. 

The service includes a 30-minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  

My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite 

systems carrying these stations.  

Feb 5th 
Pastor Stafford Thompson 
Hope Lutheran – Cloquet, MN 

Feb 12th 
Rev. Kirk Schield 
Christ Lutheran – Superior, WI 

Feb 19th 
Pastor Robert Franck 
Mt. Olive Lutheran – Duluth, MN  
 

Feb 26th 
Rev. John Bonk 
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran – Two Harbors, MN 
 

Please send contributions c/o: 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth MN  55812 
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To the members of  Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 
 

The My Savior Lives – Northland (MSL) Board of Directors 
extends sincere gratitude to your congregation for supporting our 
shared ministry of the Word.  
MSL - Northland is in its 5th year preaching the Word and 
declaring the Christ-centered gospel as a television ministry. As you 
know, we are locally produced, offering half-hour broadcasts each 
week on local television, Facebook, YouTube and Vimeo. We are 
grateful that God has blessed this ministry and granted the 
opportunity to bring Christ to the Northland and beyond since our 
beginning and during a world-wide pandemic. Praise be to Him for 
growing this ministry in the hearts and homes of His people.  
We thank your congregation especially for supporting your pastor 
as he has volunteered his time to Preach the Word on MSL - 
Northland. We acknowledge that his willingness to contribute to 
this ministry goes beyond his call to serve your congregation and 
we are thankful that you have supported his participation.  
We are also grateful for both your prayerful and financial support 
that your congregation and you personally have given to MSL 
Northland. This ministry is supported almost entirely by 
contributions from LCMS congregations and individual supporters 
and viewers. Nearly 90% of our annual budget is allocated to 
taping, editing, and broadcasting the ministry. The remainder 
covers our office and legal expenses and a small portion for 
promotional and fundraising efforts.  
Thank you, once again, and may God continue to bless your 
congregation in the New Year!  

With gratitude, MSL Northland Board of Directors. 
Rev. John Bonk 
Rev. Robert Franck 
Rev. Matthew Kohl 
Rev. Dean Rudloff 
Rev. Stafford Thompson 
Bill Berg 
Beth Esselstrom 
Tim Jezierski 
Dana Kazel 
Rudy Listing 
Sam Martin 
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Dear Friends in Christ – Co-workers in the 
Minnesota North District: 
  
*We have received word that Rev. Henry C. 
Mueller (em. Northfield) was taken to be with 
his Savior in heaven on December 30, 2022.  
 
Pastor Mueller had a long career serving as a 
teacher, a counselor and a pastor at a number of 
congregations and schools in Nebraska and Minnesota 
until his retirement in 2000. 

  
*We have received word that Debra Riemer of Henning, 
MN was taken to be with her Savior in heaven on January 
11, 2023. Deb was a teacher at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in 
Perham, MN until she retired in 2015. 

  
*We have received word that Mrs. Deborah Krebs of 
Alexandria, MN, wife of Rev. Roger Krebs, was taken to be 
with her Savior in heaven on December 26, 2022. 

Please keep these families in your prayers, asking that God 
would soothe their sorrow and wipe away their tears with 
the precious promises of the Gospel. The Lord gave, and 
the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Peace to you in Christ, 
Rev. Brady Finnern 
District President 
  

". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' 
says the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their 
works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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We offer our deepest condolences to the Muench family for the 
passing of  Rose (Bunny) Hein.  Bunny had been a member of Mt. 
Olive for a very long time; she was a lovely and lively person.  She 
always brightened up our coffees and noticed everyone’s need 
and met it with prayer.  She is with our Lord and will be 
remembered with love and affection.  Bunny died in her home 
January 17, 2023.  We pray for God’s grace for Robin and her 
family in their time of sorrow. 
 

Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Eileen Mackenzie, 
who passed away last January 26th, 2023.  She was in her house 
and had a cardiac event.  She is with the Lord now and what a 
better place to be!  Eileen’s Scottish accent, long-time membership 
at Mt. Olive, and lively conversation will be sorely missed.  She 
was a member of the Lydia Circle.  Her funeral is to be 
determined. 
 

Our prayers and condolences go to the family of Delila Olson, 
who passed away January 29th, 2023 after battling cancer for the 
second time.  Delila was a long-time member of Mt. Olive and was 
active in many different ways; mainly the Lydia Circle.  She was 
known for her delicious desserts; she will be remembered fondly.  
Her funeral is Monday, February 6, 2023 at 11:00 am.  Visitation at 
10:00 am. 

“Whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord” 
Romans 14:18 
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“Rejoice exceedingly with great joy” 

 “When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy.” Matthew 2:10 

 

 I love Epiphany. The hustle of Advent & Christmas is over. We 
celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, Transfiguration of our Lord, 
and we sing some of my favorite hymns. The story of the Magi 
proclaims that this message of salvation & salvation is for the 
nations, which means that this salvation is for us as well. 

 I am glad that Epiphany comes to us in January because I really 
do not like winter. I am a Minnesotan from birth, but I struggle 
with extreme cold and the long hours of darkness. The cold is 
manageable with a heavier jacket, but the darkness is always a 
challenge no matter how much artificial light you use. Darkness 
literally surrounds us, almost “sticks to us” during those long 
dark nights.  

 As Christians, we hear of darkness that is often correlated in the 
Scriptures as a symbol of this evil world, our sinful flesh, and the 
work of the devil (John 1:1-3; John 3:19-21; Isaiah 9:2). The Magi 
more than likely would have been traveling in the dark when 
they saw the star. They not only were joyful to receive guidance 
to where the King of the Jews lived, BUT they rejoiced 
“EXCEEDINGLY with GREAT joy.” The Incarnate Light had come 
to this world to shine His salvation on us darkened sinners by 
His cross and empty tomb. The Lord grant us this same joy this 
Epiphany. 
 

 “In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are 
both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my 
heart, Lord Jesus” LSB, #411 refrain. 

 

Rev. Brady Finnern 
President, MN North District - LCMS  
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   6 Tim & Marianne Jezierski, 41 years 

  7 Jeff & Holly Suronen, 41 years 

13 Karen & Bryan Brandt, 15 years 

23 Katie & Nate Pharr, 2 years 

 
 

February Birthdays 

   2 Gwen Chambers 

            Steve Linngren  

   3 Lois Mertz 

   9 Phyllis Franck 

 10       Lisa Shearer 

 11 Jon Farchmin 

 15 Thomas Von Hagel 

 Barb Wedward 

 17 Nikki Robbins 

21 Pat Johnson 

 24 Emery Stepec 

 25 Lilianna Meichsner 

 26 Karen Brandt  

 

                                                                                                

 In Our Prayers for Healing  

Robin Muench 

Pastor Martin Schoenfeld 

Dagmar Seybold 

Holly Suronen 


